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Book Review

History of the
St. Thomas Christians
in India

S T . T H []M A S: — Bethany Publications, Kottayam-2016,2019
CHRISTIANS =— By =
ININDIA R

History of the St. Thomas Christiansin Indiais the latest book by Fr. Sylvester Kanjiramukalil OIC whoisan
acclaimed church historian and ecclesiologist of Syro- Malankara Catholic Church. This is the twelfth book by this
author. In this short book, the author traces the history of the Christian community in India from its inception in the
preaching of St. Thomas to the present.

The book has eight chapters. Inthefirst chapter the author establishesthat St. Thomas, one of the Apostles of Jesus
isthe founder of this Church in Indiabased on sourceslike referencesfrom oriental liturgies, the writings of the Fathers
of the Church, various cultural traditionsthat exist in thisland and finally pointing to the living tradition about the martyr-
dom of St. Thomas and histomb at Mylappur which is visited by many thousand every year. In the second chapter the
author gives a summary of the history of the church from its origin to the sixteenth century. It also deals with the
customs and administrative system of this church which was unique in many ways. The third chapter is about the
arrival of the Portuguese Missionaries to Indiaand their illegal involvement in the affairs of the Church of St. Thomas
Christians. Inthefourth chapter, the author examine the synod of Diamper and consequent unrest created in the church.

Thefifth chapter is on Coonan Cross Oath and the division of the Church into Puthenkoor and Pazhaykoor and also
on the Latin Church in Kerala. It is followed by a short description of the Puthenkur faction and the churches of
Protestant faith and other denominations that ensured from the Puthenkoor community. After drawings a picture of
these non catholic churches, the author proceeds to speak about the many attempt made by the puthenkoor community
for areunion with Rome and the failure due to many reasons. He also speaks about the attempts at reunion started by
Mar Ivanios which was successful and thus to the growth of Maankara Catholic Church an Ecclesia Sui luris in
communion with Rome. Finally in the eighth chapter, the author reflects on the history of the official acceptance of the
Antiochean Rite by the Puthenkur faction of the St. Thomas Christians and the rejection of the Chaldean Rite and the
entry of the pure Antiochean Oriental Riteinto the Catholic communication through the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.

Though the book is small in volume (with only 123 pages), it iscomprehensivein its content. In very few pagesit
gives the history of some thousand years of the Indian Church of St. Thomas. It isagood companion for seminarians
and other students of theology.
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