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The Re-union of the parents of Mar Ivanios. The son who implores the blessings of his beloved parents.
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and fermented cucumber vinegar with a twist.
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"Thanks for reaching out. We would like to meet you in Vermont
and make it fresh for you."
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Work
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Dr. Mathew Manakarakavil (Most Rev. Dr. Mathews
Mar Polycarpus) belongs to that class of people to whom
Mar Ivanios College is both a place of work and worship.
He stood tall among his contemporaries both physically
and spiritually. He had the inner strength to bid his time
and rise to the occasion when the call of duty came. Deep
faith and loyalty to the Church marked him out as a priest.
As principal, his day began with a prayer. He went down
on his knees in front of Mother Mary’s portrait kept in his
office. There was a lighted candle signifying the divine
help he sought to lead the campus. He was able to impart
a Catholic vision of education within the spirit of the Indian
Constitution.

The experiences he had acquired as a teacher in the
college and warden of the hostel helped him in assessing
his colleagues and be the efficient captain of Team Ivanios.
His stint as Bursar groomed him in managing the finances
of the institution by prioritizing the needs and demands
which came before him. As the representative of the



GBI 61 nosnid

2022

management in the admission committee for many years
he ensured that the college admitted deserving candidates.

Though not an astute diplomat he was able to stay clear
of cliques and pressure groups that traumatize
administrators. | have observed with admiration how he
chose persons for various tasks by gauging their merits
rather than the persons or groups that prop them up. His
dealings were straight forward and frank so that he was
never accused of double dealing or springing nasty surprises
on the unwary.

A college is benefitted by the head of the institution’s
familiarity with the terrain and texture of the campus. As
an old student of the college, he had a deep grasp of the
material and intellectual resources of the hallowed precincts
of this temple of learning. Warm interactions with the
public especially the alumni of the college strengthened
his tenure as principal. AMICOS had a golden spell during
his time because he tapped the potential of our old students.
This is not by just seeking contributions but by welcoming
ideas, contacts, nostalgia and presence.

Rev. Father was open to new ideas and irrespective of
the position or standing of the person who mooted the idea
he gave ear and mind to their dreams. The celebrated
whale skeleton project of the Zoology Department is a
fine example. The Science Religion project and the
International Library award from Cambridge could not
have come to Mar Ivanios College without his visionary
leadership. His guidance kept the pursuit of excellence in
all the departments alive. More gender sensitive physical
amenities for the students and the restructuring of the
college office imbued the campus with a sparkle.

Rev. Father’s international exposure, thanks to
knowledge of French and his several visits to Europe was
reflected in his attempts at sprucing up the college. Talks
by eminent foreigners and Indian Diaspora became a
feature of the institution during his period. ICT got a boost
in his time to both science and arts streams. The
modernization of the college library started under his
guidance. A string of VIPs and celebrities visited the
campus during his tenure. These include former President
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, Magsaysay award winner Kiran
Bedi IPS, Rahul Gandhi...!

Arts and sports activities were not only encouraged
but also financially supported. Our winning spree in youth
festivals and sports and games meets was enviable during
his time. One of the wearisome engagements of a principal
is with the student politicians. Not only are they volatile
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but they are also often manipulated by external forces.
By being firm but reasonable Rev. Fr Mathew was able
to rein them in and tether them to the campus goals.

In our leap to realms of the glittering galaxies of
achievements the pockets of darkness in our classes are
often ignored. Mathew Achen launched the Campus
Empowerment Fund to support students who came from
financially weak sections but showed resilience and
academic brilliance. Class teachers were asked to
nominate students to receive special grants to pursue their
studies. After office hours, Rev. Fr Mathew channelized
his energy to a small community of the faithful a few
kilometres from the city centre. I recall the day a new
church was opened for them under his initiative. They
were profoundly grateful to him. Communal harmony was
evident from the participation of people from the area.
They were expressing gratitude for his involvement in
setting up a school in the area.

The busy life as teacher, principal and parish priest
denied father the much-needed time and space for personal
academic endeavours. He had chosen an interesting topic
for his research leading to PhD. In spite of the many
hurdles, he completed the study comparing the works of
Simone de Beauvoir and Kamala Das. It was a bold topic
for a Catholic priest but with steadiness of purpose,
academic insight and equanimity he submitted the thesis.
Rev. Dr MG Mathew thus manifested his academic
dedication too. An avid reader, Fr Mathew was fond of
buying books on a wide range of topics for the college.

It is sad that Father got only four years as principal but
the period moulded the college for the transition to
autonomy. After retirement the first assignment he got
was to run a primary school in the outskirts of the city. I
thought it was rather unfair. I met him one evening in the
dim lit vicarage next to the school. He was not bitter but
saw it as a challenge a priest should undertake. Before
long the Church in its wisdom elevated him to the post of
Vicar General. As a member of Cardinal Baselios
Cleemis’s team of spiritual leaders at Thirusannidhi, Mon.
Mathew Mathew can do much for the community and
Mar Ivanios College. The Corepiscopo rank gave him a
pink belt but nothing else has changed. The same old
cheerful commitment to duty and service!

May the Almighty bless us abundantly with the services
of this priest, teacher and good human being!
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