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Message delivered by
His Grace Archbishop
Leopoldo Girelli, the Apostolic Nuncio
in India on the occasion of the
episcopal ordination held
on 15th July, 2022
at St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom

I too be with all of you on this joyful occasion and of the
Episcopal ordination of Rt. Rev. Antony Kakkanatt as the
Bishop of Major Archie eparchy Curia and Rt. Rev. Mathews
Manakarakkavil as the Auxiliary Bishop of Major Archdiocese
of Trivandrum and to give thanks to God for the gifts of these
new bishops. In welcoming these new bishops, I wish first and
foremost in the name of Holy Father Pope Francis to thank His
Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis for his active leadership
support and guidance to Syro Malankara Catholic Church and
in particular way to the Major Archdiocese of Trivandrum.

Dear Bishop Mathew, you have faithfully served as Princi-
pal and Professor of Mar Ivanios College in Trivandrum and
member in various ecclesiastical bodies and state committees.
You have also received the Rotary International Award in 2010
as the best educationist. Besides you are a scholar in a number
of languages including Malayalam, English, French, Tamil, Ger-
man, Hindi and even Syriac. Dear Bishop Antony, you have
diligently served as assistant Vicar no and as vicar in Capipattal,
Kallisery, Kottayam and Manchathanam in different periods of
your Ministry. You have been the professor at the Major Semi-
nary in Trivandrum and the director of Catechetical Depart-
ment. You have been the Chancellor and Vicar General of the
Archdiocese of Tiruvalla. Besides you have knowledge in many
languages including Malayalam, English, Italian, German and
in Syriac. Dear new bishops as you both assumed the pastoral
care of people of God entrusted to you. May the Blessed Virgin
Mary intercede for you. May St. Peter, the Patron Saint of Ma-
jor Archie eparchy, inspire you as you work for the growth of
the kingdom of God and building up the body of Christ, the
Church. Given your educational qualifications and pastoral ex-
periences you bring with you your talents and abilities to Syro
Malankara Catholic Church.

The Second Vatican Council states concerning bishops that
the pastoral charge that is the permanent and daily care of the
sheep is entrusted to them fully. In this regard Pope Francis
affirmed that the true ministry of the bishops Christ Himself
continue to proclaim the Gospel of salvation. And to sanctify
the believers through the sacraments of faith. Through the bish-
ops’ wisdom and prudence Christ guides people of God into

e Emaliyl 2003

the pilgrimage of eternal happiness. You will be stewards of the
faith of service of charity in the church. Consider that the close-
ness is the most typical trait of God, please do not forget these
four forums of closeness. Closeness of God in prayer, close-
ness to Bishops in the episcopal body, closeness to priests,
and closeness to the folk. May the Lord that let you grow in
this path of closeness so that you will better imitate the Lord
because He has always been and He is near to us and with His
closeness that is compassionate and tender he leads us for
worth. Dear bishops it is my hope that you will always strive to
force the communion with all the bishops. And reach out in
charity to the flock of Christ entrusted to your pastoral care
namely the priests, the religious men and women and the faith-
ful. So dear bishop Mathew and dear bishop Antony I express
my heartly congratulations to both of you on this auspicious
day in your ecclesial life and assure you my prayers and sup-
port. I entrust your pastoral ministry and all your missionary
activities to the hands of Almighty God. I gladly extend to all of
you the blessings of Pope Francis.

Thank You.
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jThread T Training & Consultancy
Java Full Stack from

jThreaad

o Core Java 17 e Spring e Spring Boot
o REST API e Redis e Micro Services
¢ Hibernate e SQL e React JS

Duration : 3 Months

100% Job Guaranteed Training.
Eligibility Criteria :B.Tech, M.Tech, BCA, MCA, BSc, MSe ete.

jThread, India's best Java Learning Center!!!

"If you can dream big and believe that dreams are powerful than facts,
then stay on the same track because you are on the right track."”

Saju Pappachen - CEO & Founder - jThread

www.jthread.com 9448011237, 9446180802, 9526811237
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